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For the 11th straight year, Gettysburg College's incoming class processed along Baltimore Street
from campus to the Soldiers' National Cemetery to hear the Gettysburg Address, as their
predecessors did in 1863.

Some 709 members of the Class of 2017 took part in Thursday's First Year Walk.

They listened as Susan Eisenhower, granddaughter of President Dwight Eisenhower and chair
emeritus of the college's Eisenhower Institute, read the words President Lincoln first delivered 150
years ago this November.

She said the history of Gettysburg, where her grandfather commanded a camp early in his career
and retired after his presidency, instructed him militarily, and that Lincoln's vision of "a more
perfect union" inspired him to political action such as the Civil Rights Act of 1957.

She urged students likewise to take up the Address's "challenge to the living to be better than we
are."

Instead of viewing freedom as the "mantra of those who want license to put themselves first," she
asked to students to emulate the commitment of the volunteer soldiers whose graves surrounded
them as she spoke.

"Make your life count," she said. "Help make our country better than it is."

College President Janet Riggs and Mayor William Troxell, a member of the college's Class of
1950, recounted the history of the town and campus. Troxell welcomed the class by giving a
representative student a symbolic key to the borough.

During the walk back to campus, new student Ian Grape of Rochester, N.Y. called the event
"uplifting," leading students to "look to the past for inspiration" and "toward the future to see what
we're capable of doing" to help realize "the vision of all those soldiers and Lincoln, to make the
world a better place."

Grape also said he appreciated the opportunity to get a glimpse of the town and its people. The
community "feels close-knit," he said, "with a rich sense of history and a lot of tradition. There's a
lot to do despite the size. There's more than meets the eye."

Class of 2017 member Nicole Petrocchi of White House Station, N.J., said the event was "one of
the coolest things I've ever experienced," giving her "a sense of history and community" and
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helping her feel "right at home."

Her classmate Rachel Kuhl of Bryn Mawr, Pa., said she felt fortunate to gain Eisenhower's
insights about the Gettysburg Address.

Shannon Doyle of Sewickley, Pa., agreed, calling the speech "inspiring." Doyle said she had not
realized the magnitude of the casualties suffered on and around her new campus. "It's
mind-blowing," she said.
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